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and raw materials also have to be imported. Of the three countries,
only Lithuania has had a favorable balance of trade within the past
few years. Germany occupies the leading position as a source of im-
ports, and is also the leading market for the exports of Lithuania.
The United Kingdom slightly exceeds Germany as a market for the
products of Estonia and Latvia.

As has already been noted, Estonia and Latvia contained the prin-
cipal Baltic ports of pre-war Russia. Considerable Russian trade still
passes through these ports, although, due to the policy of economic
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nationalism adopted by the present Russian government, much of
that country's trade has been diverted to Leningrad. Formerly many
of the imports for the Leningrad district came in through Tallinn and
Baltiski (Port of Baltic). Today the former handles some 75 per cent
of the trade of Estonia, but most of the Russian trade comes in
through the port of Leningrad. Riga, Liepaja and Ventspils formerly
handled much of Russia's Baltic export trade, and Russian exports
still use these ports, although to a declining extent. Riga, however,
handles over 60 per cent of the trade of Latvia. Klaipeda is the only
important port of Lithuania. It handles most of the trade of that
country, and if friendly relations between the two countries are es-
tablished, it should handle much of the trade of northern Poland.
In comparison with their population, both Latvia and Estonia have